


The history of the Bowie knife 

There are many tools and objects that are associated with southern culture. One 

tool that has greatly influenced the culture of the South is the Bowie knife. The legend of 

the Bowie knife still influences our culture today. The use of the knife among many 

people has helped to solidify its place in history. The legend of the Bowie knife is deeply 

rooted in the Trans-Mississippi and has become known as a symbol of the South in 

general. 

The legend of the Bowie knife began September 19, 1827, on a sandbar on the 

Mississippi River. Two men had gathered for a duel, and part of their entourage was a 

man named Jim Bowie. Both the men had fired twice, missing both times. The men 

shook hands and began to leave the dueling ground as Bowie and the other members 

of the entourage began to fight. Bowie was shot at and stabbed all the way through the 

chest by his opponent's sword cane. Still fighting, Bowie grabbed his opponent's coat 

and plunged his knife into his heart. Bleeding from at least seven wounds, Bowie had 

won the duel. The abnormally large knife commissioned for Bowie by his brother Rezin 

had come in handy and actually saved his life.
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Soon after the infamous sand bar knife fight everyone was asking for "A knife 

like Bowie's". Although the knife had no real description, the general consensus was 

that it needed to be large and come to a point at the end of the blade making it the 

perfect weapon for close quarters combat. Stories of Bowie and his knife were 

everywhere. One such story told of Bowie killing three hired assassins with his famous 
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